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Announcement by the Managing Authority advertising the call for projects with
combined funding from the ERDF and the NDICI under the INTERREG VI-D
Territorial Cooperation Programme
Madeira-Azores-Canary Islands (MAC) 2021-2027
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1. INTRODUCTION

Regulation (EU) No 2021/1059 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 24 June
2021 laying down specific provisions for the European territorial cooperation goal (Interreg)
supported by the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF), stipulates in Article 3(4) that
one of the objectives of Interreg is to support cooperation between the outermost regions
amongst themselves and with Overseas Countries and Territories (OCTs) or with third
countries or neighbouring partners, or with regional integration and cooperation
organisations, or with several of them, to facilitate their regional integration and harmonious
development in their neighbourhood (Interreg D).

The INTERREG VI-D Madeira-Azores-Canary Islands (MAC) Cooperation Programme for the
period 2021-2027 was approved by the European Commission by Decision C(2022) 6877 of
21 September 2022. The territorial scope of the Programme includes the outermost regions
of the Azores, Madeira and the Canary Islands, as well as the third countries of Cape Verde,
Cote d'Ivoire, The Gambia, Ghana, Mauritania, S3o0 Tomé and Principe, and Senegal .

Strengthening cooperation between the outermost regions (ORs) and neighbouring countries
has been a cornerstone of the European Union (EU) strategy for these regions since 2004.
In its latest Communication on this strategy, ‘Putting people first, ensuring sustainable and
inclusive growth and unlocking the potential of the EU outermost regions’, adopted on 3 May
2022, the Commission committed to facilitating the implementation of projects jointly funded
by the ERDF and European external financing instruments.

With a view to helping the African countries participating in the programme to strengthen
their cooperation with the outermost regions, the European Commission has approved a
specific financial contribution to the MAC programme of €10 million from the Neighbourhood,
Development and International Cooperation Instrument (NDICI).

The amendment to the Interreg VI-D Madeira-Azores-Canary Islands programme to allow for
the allocation of funds from the NDICI was approved on 14 July 2025 by Decision C (2025)
4763.

In accordance with Article 55(3)(b) of Regulation (EU) 2021/1059, the implementation of ENI
funds shall be carried out under indirect management.

In accordance with Article 61(4) of Regulation (EU) 2021/1059, the conditions for the
implementation of part of an Interreg programme under Chapter D under indirect
management in accordance with Article 55(3)(b) of that Regulation shall be determined by
an agreement concluded between the Commission, the managing authority or its Member
State and the implementing body.

The Contribution Agreement and its six annexes have been signed by the European

Commission (July 2025) and by the MAC Programme Managing Authority (September 2025)
and set out the rules for the implementation of NDICI funds.
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The MAC Programme Monitoring Committee approved these guidelines for this joint ERDF-
NDICI call on 28 05 2026.

2. PURPOSE OF THE CALL

The purpose of this call is to encourage the submission of applications for cooperation
projects with combined ERDF/NDICI funding under the INTERREG VI-D MAC Programme
2021-2027. In order to achieve the programme objectives, each project will have an ERDF
component and an NDICI component with separate grant agreements, but which are
interconnected and share the same Lead Beneficiary.

The actions will be subject to the provisions of European regulations relating to the Structural
Funds for the ERDF component and to the provisions of European regulations relating to the
Neighbourhood, Development and International Cooperation Instrument, as well as to the
provisions of the Contribution Agreement and its annexes for the NDICI component.

Each application must fall under one of the following Specific Objectives of Priorities 1 (Smart
MAC) and 2 (Green MAC) of the MAC Programme, demonstrating its contribution to
climate resilience and job creation, as well as to the expected results and indicators :

PRIORITIES AND SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES

SMART IMPROVING THE COMPETITIVENESS OF BUSINESSES
P1 MAC THROUGH INNOVATIVE AND SMART ECONOMIC
TRANSFORMATION
SO 1.1 Development and enhancement of research and innovation capabilities and the

implementation of advanced technologies
Strengthening the sustainable growth and competitiveness of SMEs and job

S0 1.3 creation within them, including through productive investment.
GREEN GREEN TRANSITION, SUPPORT FOR THE

P2 MAC DEVELOPMENT OF A GREEN AND BLUE ECONOMY,
COMBATING CLIMATE CHANGE, RISK AND DISASTER
PREVENTION AND MANAGEMENT

SO 2.2 Promotion of renewable energy in accordance with Directive (EU) 2018/2001, in

' particular the sustainability criteria set out therein
SO 2.4 Promotion of climate change adaptation, disaster risk prevention and resilience,

taking into account ecosystem-based approaches

SO 2.6 | Promoting the transition to a circular and resource-efficient economy

Promoting the protection and conservation of nature, biodiversity and green
SO 2.7 | infrastructure, including in urban areas, and the reduction of all forms of
pollution
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Projects should focus on:

> PRIORITY 1: Smart MAC

o 0O O 0O O O

@)

the establishment of agreements for the exploitation of research results;

the creation of consortia to carry out R&D projects;

the development of innovative business models and/or services;

the identification of research results suitable for transfer to the market;

the enhancement of technologies for transfer to the market;

awareness-raising, advisory, mentoring and support activities for the productive
sector in innovation processes;

initiatives that enhance the capacity of SMEs and micro-enterprises, including
those in traditional sectors, to innovate and adopt key cross-cutting and enabling
technologies;

actions aimed at increasing the participation of small businesses in innovation
projects, through tools and models tailored to their needs and capabilities;
support services for innovation and internationalisation;

the creation of public-private platforms to support SMEs;

improving digital connectivity to bring regions closer together, strengthen
integration and support digital transformation;

the creation of joint marketing platforms to optimise processes and reduce costs.

This is all geared towards climate resilience and job creation.

> PRIORITY 2: Green MAC

improving energy sustainability by promoting renewable energy and energy
efficiency, including offshore energy;

adaptation to climate change, disaster risk prevention and territorial resilience;
development of sustainable agri-food systems, promoting efficient use of
resources and the transition to a circular economy;

protection and conservation of biodiversity, with particular attention to its
adaptation to climate change;

promotion of a sustainable blue economy in line with the objectives of the Atlantic
Strategy and its Action Plan.

This is all geared towards climate resilience and job creation.

3. SCOPE

3.1. Territory covered

Only entities located in parther Member States of the programme (Spain and
Portugal) may be beneficiaries of the ERDF. ERDF beneficiaries may not incur ERDF
expenditure in African partner countries.
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Both entities located in African partner countries and Lead Beneficiaries may be
NDICI beneficiaries.

Exceptionally, where entities located in African countries that are NDICI beneficiaries
are unable to carry out the activities assigned to them under the project, the NDICI
funds allocated to those activities may be implemented by other European project
partners, under the conditions set out in the amendment clauses of the grant agreement.

3.2. Timeframe

ERDF project expenses will be eligible from May 28, 2026 (the date of approval of the
guidelines by the Interreg MAC Program Monitoring Committee) until the completion date of
each project, as established in the corresponding ERDF and NDICI grant agreements signed
between the Managing Authority and the Lead Beneficiary.

NDICI project expenses will be eligible if they were incurred during the implementation
of the project, as established in the corresponding ERDF and NDICI grant agreements signed
between the Managing Authority and the Lead Beneficiary.

Projects may be implemented until 31/12/2029, the final date of eligibility for ERDF
expenditure under the Interreg MAC 2021-2027 programme.

4. FUNDING

The ERDF funding allocated to this call for proposals amounts to €10,000,000 and the NDICI
funding to €9,300,000. The financial breakdown by Priorities and Objectives is as follows (€):

TOTAL
AROLATIES LA Sl e ERDF TOTAL ERDF COST NDICI COST
OBJECTIVES
NDICI
Development and
improvement of research
E0 1.1 |3Nd Innovation capabilities |, 4 g5 2,352,941 1,860,000 | 1,860,000
and the implementation of
advanced technologies
Strengthening  sustainable
growth, the competitiveness
SO 1.3 |of SMEs and job creation| 2,000,000 2,352,941 1,860,000 1,860,000
within them
TOTAL SMART MAC 4,000,000 4,705,882 3,720,000 | 3,720,000
Promotion of renewable
SO 2.2 |energy in accordance with 1,500,000 1,764,706 1,395,000 1,395,000
Directive (EU) 2018/2001
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Promoting adaptation to
SO 2.4 |climate change, disaster risk| 1,500,000 1,764,706 1,395,000 1,395,000
prevention and resilience
Promoting the transition to a
SO 2.6 |circular  and resource-| 1,500,000 1,764,706 1,395,000 1,395,000
efficient economy
Promoting the protection and
conservation of  nature,
o 2.7 |Diodwersity —and  green| 54, gy, 1,764,706 1,395,000 | 1,395,000
infrastructure, including in
urban areas, and reducing
pollution
T%-I-ZAL GREEN MAC 6,000,000 7,058,824 5,580,000 5,580,000
TOTAL CALL 10,000,000 11,764,706 9,300,000 | 9,300,000

The ERDF co-financing rate for the programme is 85%o of the total eligible cost, meaning
that each ERDF beneficiary will be reimbursed 85% of the validated expenditure incurred.

NDICI funding covers 100% of the total eligible cost, so each NDICI beneficiary will be
reimbursed 100% of the validated expenditure paid.

4.1. Budgetary limits per project
The total budget requested for projects must fall within the following amounts:

Policy Priority Minimum TOTAL COST | Maximum TOTAL COST
Objective requested (€) requested (€)
OP1 Smart MAC 1,000,000 4,000,000
OP2 Green MAC 1,000,000 4,000,000

The budget must consist of at least 40% ERDF funding and a further 40% NDICI
funding.

4.2. Eligibility of expenditure

The eligibility of expenditure for beneficiaries of the ERDF fund shall be as set out in the
standard ERDF calls for proposals under the Interreg MAC Programme.

The eligibility rules for expenditure by beneficiaries of the NDICI fund are set out in clause
14 of the General Conditions of the grant agreement, with the exception of simplified cost
options and non-cost-based funding. All NDICI expenditure shall be verified by external
auditors appointed by the Lead Beneficiary in accordance with clause 2.5 of the General
Conditions of the grant agreement.
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The Lead Beneficiary may charge expenditure in the following categories to the NDICI
fund:

e Audit costs
e Expenses arising from financial transactions.

Administrative and management costs, calculated as a flat rate of 7% of the total actual costs
paid and verified by all beneficiaries of the NDICI fund, shall also be eligible.

Other NDICI beneficiaries may incur expenditure in the following categories from this

fund:
e Staff costs.
e Travel and accommodation costs.
e External services and consultancy costs.
e Equipment costs.
e Small-scale infrastructure costs.

Procurement by NDICI beneficiary entities located in African countries must comply
with the rules set out in the Practical Guide on Contract Procedures for European
Union External Action (PRAG).

Procurement by NDICI beneficiary entities located in the territory of partner Member
States of the Programme shall be carried out in accordance with their internal
regulations.

4.3. Advance payments

An ERDF advance payment of 5% may be granted to those European beneficiaries of
approved projects who request it.

Upon signing the grant agreement, the Lead Beneficiary will receive an advance
payment for the full amount of the NDICI grant allocated to the project and will
be responsible for transferring the relevant portion of the NDICI grant to each
partner. African partners may receive a maximum of 25% of their budget as an initial
advance payment, with the remaining payments to be made following the submission of
half-yearly reports. Where an advance payment has been received, this will be
deducted from subsequent payments in accordance with the provisions of the
Partnership Agreement.

The Lead Beneficiary may require partners to provide a guarantee prior to NDICI

advance payments. The costs incurred in providing the financial guarantee are eligible as
project costs.
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5. PROJECT REQUIREMENTS

Projects must:

- fall within one of the Priorities and Specific Objectives mentioned in section 2 of these
guidelines and demonstrate their contribution to climate resilience and job creation,
as well as to the corresponding results and indicators established;

- demonstrate a strong element of cooperation, both in their design and
implementation, with a clear focus on results;

- carry out activities within the geographical area covered by the Programme and
demonstrate their impact and benefits on that area;

- be compatible with and complementary to other regional, national, European and/or
international interventions in the area covered by the programme;

- be relevant within the framework of the strategic priorities of African countries and
consistent with the Multi-Annual Indicative Programme (MIP) adopted by the
European Commission for each of them;

- be compatible with national and European policies on sustainable development, equal
opportunities, non-discrimination and gender equality.

In accordance with Article 23 of Regulation 2021/1059, projects must include, at a
minimum:

- a Lead Beneficiary (LB), which must be an entity from one of the two
Programme Member States (Spain or Portugal)

- a partner with its registered office or permanent establishment in one of
the programme partner regions (the Azores, Madeira and the Canary
Islands). If the PB has its registered office or permanent establishment in one of
these regions, this condition shall be deemed to have been met.

- a partner with its registered office or permanent establishment in one of
the African partner countries of the programme.

Projects may not have more than five partners, including the Lead Partner.

As a general rule, all beneficiaries must have their headquarters or permanent establishment
within the Programme eligible territory! and carry out the project activities within this

1 Entities with their headquarters or a permanent establishment in Spain or Portugal, but without headquarters or a permanent
establishment in the Canary Islands, the Azores or Madeira, may participate provided they have powers, supported by
documentary evidence, to act within the territory of those regions (for example, state public bodies with official powers to act
throughout the national territory, national foundations, and so on).
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territory. “Headquarters” or “permanent establishment” shall be understood to mean
the existence of an effective, stable and continuous legal and operational presence of the
entity within the Programme’s eligible territory, from which the entity continuously carries
out activities related to its corporate purpose, has adequate human and/or material resources
at its disposal and, where applicable, possesses the corresponding legal, administrative or
tax capacity in accordance with the applicable national legislation. The mere existence of
commercial relations, local partners or one-off activities shall not be considered sufficient to
prove the existence of a permanent establishment. The applicant entity may be required to
provide supporting documentation of such a presence, in accordance with applicable national
legislation.

6. TYPES OF PARTNERS

The Lead Beneficiary must be an institutional public sector entity with its own
legal personality, including autonomous bodies, public business entities, public commercial
companies, public sector foundations, consortia, public universities and public research
bodies (research centres, technology institutes, university foundations and other similar
entities).

The other partners must be public or private non-profit organisations, including:

-4 Public administrations and public and private law bodies linked to the above- .
Universities, research centres, technology institutes and university foundations.
Chambers of Commerce, business and professional associations, and other socio-
economic bodies.

-4 Other public or private non-profit organisations.

33

As an exception to the provisions of the Programme for Specific Objective 1.1, private
companies are not permitted to participate in this call for proposals.

Each of the partners forming the partnership shall be responsible for carrying out the actions

assigned to them as described in the project and must possess the technical and financial
expertise and capacity to implement the proposed actions.

7. OBLIGATIONS OF THE LEAD BENEFICIARY

a) The Lead Beneficiary (LB) is solely responsible to the Managing Authority
for the technical and financial justification of the project implementation.
It must fulfil its responsibilities as set out in Article 26 of Regulation (EU) 2021/1059
(Interreg Regulation) and the ERDF and NDICI grant agreements.

b) The LB shall sign two grant agreements: an ERDF grant agreement and an

NDICI grant agreement. The NDICI grant agreement uses the term “Coordinator”
as equivalent to the LB.
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c) Upon signing the grant agreement, the LB receives from the Managing
Authority the full amount of NDICI funds allocated to the project and
ensures the traceability and separate accounting of these funds, keeping
separate records. The LB must manage these funds in accordance with the rules
set out in these guidelines and in the grant agreement.

d) The LB is responsible for transferring to each partner the portion of the
NDICI grant to which it is entitled.

e) The LB is responsible for applying, in its dealings with the partners, internal
contractual clauses (Partnership Agreement) that ensure:

- reporting obligations,
- reimbursement in the event of non-compliance,
- access to audits and verification

f) Once the project implementation period has ended, the LB must repay the
Management Body any unspent NDICI funds, as well as any funds spent
improperly. In accordance with the provisions of the grant agreement, the LB is
ultimately responsible for the repayment of NDICI funds even if the cause
giving rise to the recovery request is attributable to one of the partners.
The LB must provide for the necessary mechanisms in the Partnership Agreement to
recover these amounts from its partners.

g) The LB shall submit to the Joint Secretariat reports on the implementation of
NDICI funds every six months. These reports shall consist of an activity report
and a financial report, the content of which must comply with the template set forth
in the annex to the grant agreement. The first report shall cover the period from
the signing of the grant agreement through December 31, 2026, and must be
submitted by January 15, 2027. Subsequent reports shall be submitted every six
months, by July 15 and January 15 of each year.

h) The LB will hire an independent auditor to verify NDICI expenditure of each
partner. The implementation reports (activity and financial) must be accompanied
by the auditor report. The costs of these audits are eligible as project expenditure.

8. SUBMISSION OF APPLICATIONS

Applications must be submitted online via the Programme management tool, e-MAC,
accessible via the Programme website: www.interregmac.org.

The application must be registered by the Lead Beneficiary and completed in one of the
specified languages (Spanish or Portuguese).

The deadline for the submission of project applications will be published on the following
website:_www.interregmac.org.
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9. EVALUATION AND SELECTION

All projects submitted will participate in the selection process on a competitive basis.

Phase 1: Eligibility check.

All project applications submitted will undergo an initial eligibility check to verify compliance
with the formal requirements necessary for the evaluation of the project, in accordance with
the eligibility conditions annexed to these rules.

If it is found that the project does not meet the eligibility requirements, no rectification will
be permitted, and it will therefore be excluded from the evaluation process.

Phase 2: Evaluation.

The evaluation of project applications will be carried out jointly by the Joint Secretariat (JS),
the Regional Governments of the Canary Islands, the Azores and Madeira, and the national
representatives of the African partner countries of the Programme, in accordance with the
evaluation criteria annexed to these guidelines.

Phase 3: Selection.

Once the evaluation has been completed, the Steering Committee will take the following
documents into account when making its decisions:

Terms of the call for proposals.

Application forms for the projects accepted.

Evaluation sheets for these projects.

List of projects ranked according to the score obtained, including at least the following
elements: priority, specific objective, code, acronym, title, participating entities,
region/country and total cost.

The Steering Committee may, by consensus, adopt the following types of duly justified
decisions:

e Approval of projects in accordance with the application submitted.

e Approval of projects subject to one of the following decisions:
- Adjustment of the total project budget and/or the funding requested.
- Merger of several projects with similar partners and/or themes.

- Changes to the partnership.

e Rejection of projects.
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Once the selection process has been completed, the Programme Managing Authority will
notify the Steering Committee decision to the Partners/Lead Beneficiaries of all submitted
project applications by email.

10. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

All information relating to the Programme and all the necessary documentation for the
submission of project applications, as well as the NDICI grant agreement template, are
available on the Programme website (www.interregmac.org). Information on the
identification and contact details of the Managing Authority, the Joint Secretariat and the
regional and national authorities of the Programme is also available.

The Managing Authority, the Joint Secretariat and regional authorities of the Canary Islands,
the Azores and Madeira will provide support in resolving queries regarding the submission of
applications during the call for proposals period.

Technical queries regarding the e-MAC IT system should be addressed to the Joint
Secretariat, preferably by email to: info@interregmac.org.
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